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2022:  CONTINUITY OR CHANGE 
If we lose this off-year election, we’re 
in real trouble. America is at an 
inflection point. The decisions we 
make in the next two to four years are 
going to determine what this country 
looks like for the next 20 to 30 years.  
 

-- Joe Biden 
October 20, 2022 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
James Bryce was a nineteenth-century English writer who loved America and wrote passionately about politics. The following excerpt, from his book "The American Commonwealth," is still widely cited by American journalists.

Europeans often ask, and Americans do not always explain how it happens that this great office, the greatest in the world, unless we except the Papacy, to which any one can rise by his own merits, is not more frequently filled by great and striking men. In America, which is beyond all other countries the country of a" career open to talents," a country, moreover, in which political life is unusually keen and political ambition widely diffused, it might be expected that the highest place would always be won by a man of brilliant gifts. But from the time when the heroes of the Revolution died out with Jefferson and Adams and Madison, no person except General Grant, had, down to the end of last century, reached the chair whose name would have been remembered had he not been president, and no president except Abraham Lincoln had displayed striking qualities in the chair. Who knows or cares to know anything about the personality of James K. Polk or Franklin Pierce? The only thing remarkable about them is that being so commonplace they should have climbed so high.



WHAT IS THE MIDTERM EFFECT? 
• The surge in voter turnout in 

presidential election years tends to 
produce higher turnout and gains 
in the president’s party in 
Congress.  

• The decline in voter turnout in 
midterm election years tends to 
produce lower turnout and losses 
in the president’s party in 
Congress.   
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SEATS LOST BY PRESIDENT’S PARTY, 1862-2018 
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Presidential Popularity
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FIRST TERM MIDTERM ELECTIONS 
House Seats Gained/Lost Senate Seats Gained/Lost 

1954 -18 -1 
1962 -5 +3 
1970 -12 +3 
1978 -15 -3 
1982 -26 +1 
1990 -7 -1 
1994 -54 -10 
2002 +8 +1 
2010 -63 -6 
2018 -40 +2 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ironclad rule of American Politics.  President’s party loses seats in midterms.




QUESTION ONE 
Was the percentage of adults who think the country 
was headed in the right direction higher on 
November 1, 2022, November 1, 2018, or November 
1, 2010?  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obama’s approval got as low as 41% in November of 2011.
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• In 2022, 25.2% said the country was 
headed in the right direction and 67.4% 
said the country was off on the wrong 
track.  

• In 2018, 39.6% said the country was 
headed in the right direction and 54.4% 
said the country was off on the wrong 
track.  

• In 2010, 31.4% said the country was 
headed in the right direction and 63.6% 
said the country was off on the wrong 
track.  



DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hillary Clinton is down from 63% in July




QUESTION TWO 
Who had the highest job approval rating:  Joe Biden 
on November 1, 2022, Donald Trump on November 
1, 2018, or Barack Obama on November 1, 2010?  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obama’s approval got as low as 41% in November of 2011.



PRESIDENTIAL JOB APPROVAL 

• In 2022, 42.8% approved of the job 
that President Biden is doing. 
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PRESIDENTIAL JOB APPROVAL 

• In 2022, 42.8% approved of the job 
that President Biden is doing. 

• In 2018, 43.9% approved of the job 
that President Trump was doing. 

• In 2010, 46.0% approved of the job 
that President Obama was doing. 



PRESIDENTIAL JOB APPROVAL 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hillary Clinton is down from 63% in July




QUESTION THREE 
When did Congress have the highest approval 
rating?  2022, 2018, or 2010?   
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obama’s approval got as low as 41% in November of 2011.
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that Congress is doing. 

• In 2018, 19.4% approved of the job 
that Congress was doing. 

• In 2010, 19.8% approved of the job 
that Congress was doing. 
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GENERIC CONGRESSIONAL VOTE 

• In 2022, Republicans lead 
Democrats in the generic 
congressional ballot 47.9-45.1%. 

• In 2018, Democrats led 
Republicans in the generic 
congressional ballot 48.8-40.5%. 

• In 2010, Republicans led 
Democrats in the generic 
congressional ballot 50.7-41.3%. 



QUESTION FOUR 
According to a recent Gallup study, the top issue for 
voters in the 2022 election is?  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Obama’s approval got as low as 41% in November of 2011.



ISSUES:  IS IT TIME FOR A CHANGE? 
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SENATE:  IS IT TIME FOR A CHANGE? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Democrats — 45
Republicans — 53
Independents — 2



CHANGE OR MORE OF THE SAME? 



NEBRASKA UNICAMERAL ELECTION 

2020 
 49 senators 
 35 Men; 14 Women 
 17 Democrats; 32 Republicans 

2022 
 24 of 49 seats are up for election 
 7 Democratic seats; 17 Republican 
 2 senators retired 
 11 senators are term-limited 
 11 seated senators face re-election 
 20 will have less than 2 years exp. 
 



www.unomaha.edu/psci 
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